A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
of Imperial unity, of which only the name and shadow had been
worshipped during all the three centuries since direct rule from
Rome had broken down in France, Britain, the Rhine valley,
and Italy. Charles held this great position, the memory of which
was never lost, until his death in 814, and he has remained known
to England as Charlemagne. Though he never exercised direct
power over England, he regarded himself in some vague way
as suzerain of the island.
This experiment at resurrecting Imperial power in Western
Europe never really succeeded. After Charlemagne's death the
title of Emperor was kept up, but the local kings in Western
Europe, notably the kingship which gradually arose in Paris,
became independent in all but name. Nevertheless the great
effect of Charlemagne remained, and Western Europe, already
welded into one unity by the Papacy, with one central rite—the
Latin Mass—felt itself to be one thing. And England was, of
course, a part of that unity. All Latin Christendom stood'
together henceforward as a single thing. We call it Latin because
its central rite—the Mass—was said in Latin throughout the
West, and because Latin was the universal tongue for all im-
portant documents, chronicles, laws, and the rest. Of course,
the eastern part, where the Mass was said in Greek and where
the Emperor at Constantinople continued to rule, was also part
of Christendom, and was regarded as such by the West; they
made common cause against the Mohammedan and the heathen;
but there was such a separation between the two parts in lan-
guage and habits that they could not be completely one, and
there was never henceforward full and unquestioned acknow-
ledgment in the East of the old supremacy of the Pope, the
chief Bishop, in Rome. Moreover, the fact that the Moham-
medans had acquired power over Africa and Spain and Syria,
and were always threatening the capital, Constantinople, itself,
made the power of the Emperor in Constantinople decline,
England, standing remote in the north-west, had not felt the
pressure of the Mohammedans at all; but the pressure of the
heathens was to come upon her later on, in a very menacing
form which nearly destroyed English civilization again, as we
shall see when we come to the reign of Egbert of Wessex.
Offa. After Ina in Wessex, Offa ruled in Mercia, and was
the principal man in England for nearly forty years, from 757
to 796; upon the throne of Wesssx wss one of his
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